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 Mike’s Missal  

he Same Lord Whose Property 

                                                   is Always to Have Mercy 
 
At the very end of the book of Exodus, we find Moses and the Israelites standing on the edge of the 
promised land. They left slavery behind in Egypt.  The entire generation of those who grew up in 
slavery has passed away.  They stand on the brink of nationhood.  There, God tells them that if they 
follow his commandments, they will prosper and do well in the land.  If they fail to abide by God’s 
ways, they will fail. 
 

It remains true that our lives go better when we align them with God’s will, and they become 
spiritually miserable when we substitute our own.  What God wants of us is that we should love the 
Source of all that is, that we should love one another, and that we should be good stewards of the 
creation with which we have been entrusted.  Sadly, we live in a world in which what is loving is 
normally rejected in favor of what we judge to be good or bad for ourselves.1 
 

Where love is absent, the law must control.  Still, law cannot bring us to the indwelling kingdom of 
God.  The law can set the outward conditions in which love can more easily evolve and flourish by 
providing an environment of stability and peace.  But only love of God and others, not chiseled on 
tablets of stone but carved in the flesh of our hearts, can bring us and eventually the world into God’s 
kingdom. 
 

To be clear, Love - agapé - is not a feeling; it is a state of consciousness.  Thoughts and feelings 
change from moment to moment.  Love does not.  Your thoughts and feelings about your spouse 
may change from moment to moment, depending on where you are, what you are doing, and how 
you slept last night.  But love does not change.  It is steady, unchanging, and selflessly concerned 
for the good of the other.  That is the kind of love that God has for us.  It is steady.  It is always 
selfless.  Jesus, “the firstborn of all creation,” is the first human to display this kind of completely 
selfless love.   We are invited to cultivate the same state of consciousness in ourselves, to “Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
 

There are lots of reasons why we do not think we are capable of aligning our wills with God’s 
will.  Sometimes, selfishness or pride prevent us.  Sometimes, shame prevents us.  Many of us in 
the Bible belt have been taught (absolutely wrongly!) that our sins are greater than God’s mercy; 
your sins, no matter how grave, are never as important to God as you are!  We may do all kinds of 
things, “... provoking most justly Thy wrath and indignation against us.”  But God is never 
provoked.  He is the “... same Lord Whose property is always to have mercy.”   
 

God is always ready to welcome us home.  God is always inviting us to accept God’s love, however 
undeserving, and align ourselves and our lives with love.  As Peter learned in his meeting with the 
Roman Centurion Cornelius (Act 10), we must always be loving and do what is loving for others even 
when the law clearly commands otherwise.  For Christians the point is not to follow the law but to  
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fulfill its hidden purpose of grace, to share God’s love with the world and continually invite it into the 
kingdom. 
_______________________ 
1 Remember the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?  When we bit into the idea that we were capable of 

discerning good and evil?
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 other people volunteered for the 

project with a total of 70 work hours between 

planning and implementation.  This project was for 

William’s Summit Award for Venturing Scouts. 
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