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 Mike’s Missal  

In the first Chapter of Colossians, Paul makes a fascinating statement about Jesus: “[I]n him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”  He then goes on to write that the mystery of God, hidden 
through the ages, has now been revealed, “which is Christ in you.” 
 
Echoing Paul, St. John writes, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us,” and “to 
all who received him, to those who trusted in his name, he gave the authority/power to become 
children of God.”  A popular misconception about Christianity is that the purpose of accepting Christ 
as your Lord is to be saved from hell and eternal damnation.  The real teaching of the New 
Testament is that accepting Christ as Lord of our hearts is about transformation, the beginning of an 
eternal journey towards becoming little christs, ourselves.  To the extent we are successful, we step 
into the edges of eternal life while we are still living in this life. 
 
A saintly soul is not so much a righteous soul as it is a loving soul; true righteousness consists of 
living in right relationship with others, and dwelling in love (agapé, selfless love) with one another is 
the end of all righteousness.  The journey from sinful human to saintly human is never 
ending.  Fortunately for us, God always meets us where we are to help us; Noah has issues with 
alcohol; David was a thief, murderer and adulterer; Mary Magdalene was a fallen woman. We don’t 
have to become saints in order to share in the fellowship of God and of the saints -- and that’s a 
good thing!  It is the other way around; we share in holy fellowship in order to become better 
saints.  And we strive to be more saintly in order to make the world -- our homes, our schools, our 
workplaces -- better.  Wherever we are in our life’s journey, God is there with us, ready to lead us 
forward to the next step -- even when we’ve taken a few steps backward.  We need only take his 
hand. 
 
What does “Christ in you” look like?  In his first Epistle, St. John writes, “Anyone who claims to be in 
the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and 
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.”  Whenever we treat another person with the same 
gentleness, the same tolerance, and the same patience that Christ shows towards us, then Christ is 
in us and acting through us.  The mark of Christian conversion is not simply its beginning point, 
“accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.”  Beyond that, Christian conversion is a life of 
ongoing conversion through the power of the Holy Spirit, the power of love, until the fullness of Christ 
dwells in us. 
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On Friday, February 14, 

2025, Wild Men’s Night Out 

continues the tradition of 

celebrating with the women 

of St. Michael’s in honor of 

Saint Valentine’s Day. While many people will be 

there as couples, our tradition is that many women 

and men attend with or without partners. This is not a 

"date night" which means that all adults of Saint 

Michael's and their guests are welcome. In addition to 

the usual excellent charcoal-grilled steak, a grilled 

chicken selection will be available. The Best Steak 

You Ever Had is only $20.00.  The Chicken selection 

will be $5.00, although donations are always 

appreciated. Salad, baked potatoes, garlic bread, 

vegetables and a fruit selection complete the menu. 

Another variation is that wine will be available in 

addition to the many choices of ales and specialty 

brewed beverages. All adults of Saint Michael’s, and 

their guests are welcome.  The only requirements are: 

that you sign-up before February 12, that you make 

clear your menu choice on the sign-up sheet, and that 

you have fun….  
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